
The Wolf 

Appearance 

Adult wolves are usually 1.4 to 1.8 metres in length from nose to tail. Wolves living in the far north tend 

to be larger than those living further south. As adults they may weigh typically between 23 to 50 

kilograms. The heaviest wolf recorded weighed 86 kilograms. 

Wolves usually measure 65–97 centimetres at the shoulder. Wolves have fur made up of two layers. The 

top layer is resistant to dirt, and the under layer is water resistant. The colour of their fur can be any 

combination of grey, white, red, brown, and black. 

Diet 

Wolves are carnivores and eat mostly medium to large size hoofed animals, but they will also eat smaller 

animals. Some wolves have been seen eating salm on, seals, beached whales, lizards, snakes and birds. Wolves 

usually stalk old or sick animals, but they do not always catch what they stalk. They may go days without 

food. Sometimes only one out of twelve hunts are successful. But the way they eat stays the same. The 

alpha male and female feed first. Then the other members feed. Sometimes (especially if the prey they 

have killed is large) wolves may store food and come back that day to feed on it. Wolves have very sharp 

teeth which helps them tear large chunks of meat from a dead animal. Wolves will also swallow food and 

then bring it back up for pups to eat.  

Life 

Wolves live in groups called "packs". They hunt in packs. The members of the pack are usually family 

members, often just the parents and offspring. Wolves that are not family may join if they do not have a 

pack of their own. Packs are usually up to twelve wolves, but they can be as small as two or as large as 

twenty-five. The leaders are called the parent male and the parent female. Their territory is marked by 

scent and howling; they will fight any intruders. Young wolves are called 'pups' or 'whelps'. Adult females 

usually give birth to five or six pups in a litter and live between six to eight years, however in captivity they 

can live up to 17 years. 

Wolves make a noise called a howl. They howl to 

communicate with each other from long distances and to 

mark the edges of their territory. Wolves have a 

complicated body language. 

Wolves can run very fast and far. A wolf can run 

20–30 miles in a day. 

  



Questions 

These questions are about Wolves Appearance 

How long are adult wolves? 

What are they measured to and from? 

What was the weight of the heaviest wolf recorded? 

What colours can wolf fur be? 

 

These questions are about Wolves Life 

What is the name for a group of wolves? 

What is the largest size of a pack of wolves? 

What are two names for young wolves? 

How far can a wolf run in a day? 

 

These questions are about Wolves Diet 

What do wolves mainly eat? 

What type of animals do wolves stalk? 

Which wolves feed first? 

What do their sharp teeth help wolves to do? 


